Coats for Kids campaign is ongoing
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Knight of Columbus Council 8509 trustee Chuck Tierney (in sweater) and his wife, Jennifer (in scarf), and members of the
Forsyth County Sheriff's Office display some of the coats given out at last year’s “Coats for Kids” campaign.
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The Knights of Columbus Council 8509 and Holy Cross Catholic Church in Kernersville
are once again working to help keep children, teens and adults warm this winter
through the “Give a Kid a Coat” campaign.

Council 8509 trustee Chuck Tierney said that no child should go to bed without a coat
or be hungry.

“We can't do a whole lot about the hunger, but we can do something about the coats,”
he said. “We had seen kids coming off the bus in December and they do not have a
coat. They are coming off the bus in December wearing a T-shirt. We have kept those
kids in coats.”

Tieney said the “Give a Kid a Coat” campaign started off small but has grown
exponentially over the years.



“The first year | think we only had 24 coats. Last year we had over 350 coats and 150
knit hats, which are perfect for homeless people, that were handmade by some of the
ladies at the church. We also had 18 bins to collect donations in Winston-Salem at all
the recreation centers, Winston-Salem Fire Department stations, the Winston-Salem
Police Department and the Forsyth County Sheriff's Office last year. So we had a total
of 650 coats and the knit hats,” Tierney said. “People can drop off coats on Nov. 13
from 11 a.m.to 6 p.m.”

Coat donations can also be brought to Holy Cross Catholic Church parish during the
first two weekends in November.

While KOC works hard on this campaign. They have received a lot of help with it in past
years and will be receiving more this year.

“Julie Fritz runs a non-profit community coat closet that works in conjunction with the
FCSO, and they have given her a space upstairs to store coats. ... Julie is just a great
generous person, and they try to get coats out to the toughest parts of Winston-
Salem,” Tierney said.

This year one of the goals is to provide more coats to people who need them in
Kernersville, and Council 8509 has enlisted the help of the Kernersville Police
Department to make this happen.

“Some of the coats ended up in Kernersville last year, but not as much as | would have
liked. We wanted to expand that. This year | asked KPD Chief (Jason Tilley) himself. ... |

told him we would love to work with them on the campaign,” Tierney said. “We can do
the work to get the coats, and hopefully they can get with the Kernersville schools and
get the coats to the kids that need them the most.”



Tierney's wife, Jennifer, is buying coats with money that is donated, and Council 8509 is
accepting coat donations.

“My better half is an excellent shopper and she has already bought 96 coats with the
donations. She wants the coats to be longer to protect from wind and for all of them to
have pockets,” he said.

Anyone interested in making a donation for coats can send a check to Tierney at 5724

Brightington Court, Kernersville, NC 27284. Checks should be made out to Knights of
Columbus 8509.

The Knights of Columbus Council 8509 was founded in 1983. Each year, the council
provides funding for local charities such as Operation LAMB (Least Among My
Brethren), The Room at the Inn, The Shepherd's Center, Crisis Control Ministry and
others.



